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| Proverss IX. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
Wiſdom bath Builded her houſe, ſhe hath hewn. 
aut her ſeven pillars. „ 2 | 


Se bath killed her beaſts, ſhe hath mingled her 
"ave; ſbe hath alſo furniſhed her table. © 
She hath ſent forth her maidens, * crieth upon 
_ the higheſt Places of the a. 3 by 


= that wanterh ee 2 0 5 15 5 
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e wo of my. bread, and drink o the. wine 
_ Which I have mingled. 78 he $ its 
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\H E Obſcurity of this Text has been much 

increaſed by the Induſtry of thoſe -who' 
haue undertaken to explain it: 1 ſhall not 1 
make it my buſineſs to examine the man various 2 i 
comments and wild conjeQures, with 
Ty of different Expoſitors has perplexed it; 3 A 


c * 1 
fhall lay together three ſeveral 8 all 
of them very confiftent with each other, and ſuch 
as do not ſeem to carry with them any unwarrant- 
able refinement, on the words of the Sacred Writer. 
My Deſign is, firſt to ſhew that the words before 
us are applicable to Viſdom in general, confidered 
as the Guide of Human Life; and then to inquire 
whether they may not more particularly be under- 
ſtood, as exhibiting an Allegorical Account of the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh Religion, and as a pre- 
figurative Deſcription of the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 
If it ſhall appear that the circumſtances mentioned 
in the Text will very well admit of each of theſe 
Applications, they who are converſant in the Sa- 
cred Writings, and have obſerved how often many 
diſtinct alluſions are couched under a ſingle paſſage, 
will perhaps be inclined to think that the paſſage . 
which we are upon may be of the ſame nature. 5 
do not offer either of theſe Expofitions as intirely | 
new, but rather infiſt on it, as a preſumption in 
their favour, that all of them have in their turns 
been eſpouſed by Men of great Piety and Judge- 
ment. All that I propoſe is to handle them more 
distinctly than has yet been done, and to ſupport 
_ 2 e hien 1 ders not e e | 
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70 begin then with what I propoſed in the firſt 
place, the Conſideration of this Text, as applicable 
to Wiſdom in general; We are to obſerve that, in 
the foregoing Chapters of the Proverbs, Vi 5 ini i is 
repreſented as a real Perſon, and is figured out to 
us in the ſame allegorical manner as the ſeveral 
— eme in 8 es 8 Tablet: and as thoſe 


—_— 


* — — , 


« The Author of that Allegorical piece, in — the different 0 
of Life, gives us a view of that which leads to Wiſdom {far ſo we may ven- 
ture to tranſlate his 4axSniv Tlaudbiar) in almoſt the very words which our 
Saviour uſes, Marth. 7. 14. (Strait i the Fare, and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.) Ob I War viva fund ¶ M= nas 
Le ir nr ei d Wer, In & mand 3xAdimu; m ννðͤ mgetorru; p. 33. Ed. Gro- 
nov. The fame Author has ſeveral other particulars, which are remarkably 
parallel to what we meet with in the Proverbs of Solomon. Having tepre- 
2 Wiſdom as ſeated on an Eminence (agreeably to what we read, Prov. 

8. 2.) he deſcribes Temperance and Fortitude, ſtretching out their hands to the 
Paſſengers, and offering to draw them up to her Habitation. In the Pre- 
verbs (ch. 1. v. 24.) Wiſdom herſelf is deſcribed in the ſame poſture. I have. 
called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtotehed out my hand, and no man regarded. Wiſ- 
dom is repreſented by Cebes as having taken her Station cloſe by the gate of 
Happineſs ; the moral of which fiction Solomon has thus expreſſed: Happy is 
the man that findeth Wiſdom, and the man that getteth Underſtanding. Her svays 


are Ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace. ch. 3. v. 13,17. Again, 


in the above-mentioned Tablet, the perſon, who has arrived at the Dwell- 
ing of Wiſdom, is conducted from thence to the Throne of Happineſs, and 
receives a Crown at her hands. p. 45,47. The inſpired Writer encourages 
us to the purſuit of Wiſdom by a promiſe of the ſame reward. Exalt her, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee : ſhe ſhall bring thee to honour, when thou doſt embrace 
ber. She ſhall give to thine head an ornament of grace: 1 Crown of glory ſhall 
be deliver to thee. ch. 4. v. 8, 9. We are afterwards told that he who turns 
_ aſide from the parh of Wiſdow ek. oct. 65.) but that he who 
"porn in it, N fidormu pf mins dopareing, - © f Doradhosna, z. 
Az. wes . 


141 


10820 Perſons have each their different Dwelling gs af. 
' figned them, ſo Solomon, in this Chapter, repreſents 
 Hiſdom building herſelf a Houſe, or taking up her 
reſidence among Men; and, continuing the Para- 
ble, deſcribes her preparing a Feaſt, and inviting 
thoſe who ſtand in need of her refreſhments to eat 
and drink at her Table. Though it is true that the 


figure is here purſued to a confiderable length, ſo 


that it may be difficult to find any other Deſcri- 
ption which ſhall correſpond with it in every parti- 
cular, yet, when it ſhall be ſhewn that the princi- 
pal circumſtances of it are ſeparately to be found 
in other Writers, it will then, T preſume, be ad- 
mitted, that the words. of the inſpired Writer are 
capable of being underſtood in the ſame ſenſe with 
theirs. The notion of Viſdom's having built her- 
ſelf a Houſe is agreeable. to what. we meet with in 
Eccle/iaſticus, ch. I. v. y. where ſhe is ſaid to have 
built an everlaſting foundation with men. The ſame 
is implied in the preceding Chapter of the Pro- 
verbs, v. 34. where the Man who engages in the 
purſuit of Vi ſdom is ſaid to watch at her Ga rEs, 
and Wait at rhe Poſs 2 ber Does. 1 —_ 
3 i 
| Cab zu — n ver 2s n e. p. 52, 53. Which are 5 very — 55 
which Solomon has put into the mouth of Wiſdom, The turning away of the 
fmple hall flay them, — but whoſo hearknerh unto me, ſhall dwell ON and 
ſhall be quiet from fear of evil. ch, bY 3d: op inter 
58 . | phal 


5 R 
phal Writer, juſt now cited, uſes the ſame lau- 
guage, and expreſsly mentions the Houſe of Wiſ- 
dom. He that prieth in at her WixDows, Hall al- 
fo hearken at her Doors. He that doth lodge near 
ber Houss, ſhall alſo faſten a pin in her WALLS. 
He ſball pitch his tent nigh unto her 8c.” Eccluf. 
ch. 14. v. 13. 14 T. Forms of Wee cquive- 


A— 1 


9 


b The Vulgate Tranſlation connects the words here cet with thoſe: of 
the 2ath verſe, in this. manner: Bleſſed is the man that doth meditate good 
things in wiſdom ; z — that prieth in at her windows, and hearkneth at her doors; 
that lodgeth near her Houſe, and faſteneth a pin in her walls &c. This laſt ex- 
preſſion alludes to the manner of faſtening Tents with what are here called 
, pins Or nails, Iſaiah, ch. 33. v. 20. Thine eyes ſhall ſee Feruſalem a 
quiet habitation, a tabernacle that ſhall not be taken down ; not one of the ſtakes 
thereof ſhall ever be removed, neither ſhalt any of the cords thereof be broken. 
Again, ch. 54. v. 2. Enlarge the place of thy Tent, and let them ſtretch forth the 
Curtains of thine habitations: ſpare not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy 
ſtakes. In both theſe places, what our Tranſlators render flakes is in the 
Greek Tranſlation mann; The Hebrew word is TTY, the fame which oc- 
curs Judges, 4. 21. where it is ſaid that Fael took 4 nail of the tent; and ſmote 
it into Sifera's temples. We ſee then that, in this paſſage of Eccleſiaſticis, 
the expreſſion to faſten 4 pin is equivalent to pitching a tent in the next verſe. 
Among ſome Poetical Sentences publiſned in Arabic, by Golius, N. Ly11. we 
have one to our preſent purpoſe, which the learned Editor thus tranſlates : 
Non ſtruitur tentorium ſi illi fulcimenta deſint: neque ulla ſunt, ſi non figantur pa- 
xilli. The word which Golius renders paxilli, is in the original 959) the 
fame with the Hebrew Tv. As from what has been (aid it appears that in 
pitching a tent the faſtening it with pins or nails was looked upon as a con- 
fiderable circumſtance, we may the more reaſonably j joyn-with thoſe Inter- 
eters who ſuppoſe that, in the following words of Ezra, 4 nail or pin 
(ar) is uſed by Synecdoche, for à habitation. And now for a little ſpace grace 
| hath been Jhewed from the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to eſcape, and po 
ow” us 4 nail in bis holy place. ch. 9. v. 8. Compare v. 9. 
| lent 


\ 


6 

lent to theſe are made ule of by Heathen Writers. 
Thus, in ſclyluss Aamemnon (v. 144. 3.) o w- 

29:9 cunaren, 0 Walk in. the Houſe of Fear, ſignifies 
to be afraid; This Euripides (Heraclid. v. 996.) ex- 


| preſſes by auh picp, To davell with Fear, as cuuud 
cop, Fo dwell with Wi :/dom, fignifies, in the © Apo- 

crypha, to be wiſe. Again, in Æſchyluss Eument- 
des (v. 519.) mri Jos Sixas, the * Houſe of Juſtice 
Falls, ſignifies, as the Scholiaſt obſerves, that Fuſt 
and equitable dealing is at an end. In like man- 
ner we read of he Hou * ＋ n in the Poem 


. * ” _— — 


e Will, of Sul. . | 

d The Houſe of Fuſtice makes part of a 3 a in Philoftratus, 
Epuo} J Gin F andy ai iy Oi fudbg olg. Apollon. Ep. 7. which Olearius, the learn- 
ed Editor of Philoſtratus, has thus tranſlated. At mihi contingat Piſcatoriam 
illam navem tuam terebrare in Themidos domo. Lubin, a former Tranſla tor, had 


rendered the words . au by ſalinum terebrare ; which expreſſion Olea- 


rius ſeems to think unintelligible, and has therefore, by a very ſtrained and 
harſh explanation of the paſſage, endeavoured to ſupport his own tranſla- 
tion. But had he recollected the following paſſage in Perſius, he would, I 
doubt not, have acquieſced in Lubin s verſion, which n anſeers to 
the Greek original. | 


Digito teas ſalinum 


| Contentus perages, ky vivere cum Fove tendis. 
: Per. Sat. 5. 


Ceſaubon (who, in his Comment on Perſius, has quoted the words of Philo- | 
ſtratus) obſerves that awdy 7gurir by Oitudds vip, to eat ſalt in the Houſe of Ju- 


| flice, ſignifies to be poor and honeft, which is plainly the meaning of Perſius's 


Digito terebrare ſalinum, & vivere cum 9 Vid. CO 2 —— cap. 
8 
el 


E 


ae 4 yulgarly aſcribed to Orpheus; and an an- 
tient Oracle, preſerved by * Euſebius, will furniſh 
us with a double inftance of this kind of expreffion. 
Virgil, in his Ceirzs (or whoever elſe was the Au- 
thor of that Piece) has ſomething ſtill nearer to our 
purpoſe; for he ſpeaks in expreſs terms of the a 


or Citadel of i dom. 
e wp # api op ; dar, 


OABOT Sede win A aMͤA. 


Alz ayo xaxbTyres, &Jxrguroid Ty mpumut 


When Sorrow wraps thee in her dreary ſhade; 


And circling terrors threat thy deſtin'd head; 
May Phebus guard thee through the dreadful gloom, 
And make the Houſe of Happineſs thy home. 


f 8 Evang. L. 5. c. 28. The Oracle is as follows. 


Eloiy 3dr e Miso dr” h AND, 
H wiv EAETOEPIAS e N OIKON dh, 
HAN SOTAEIAS gry AOMON zeln 
| Kat P wiv Als v dydpoowuns, tips S euorotng . = 
Bed megr, „ h kf. man) xν,νν = 
T J al cu4cns Terdbs nas e A 
ip] F U mee [Adde dn vel wa] 


Two paths there are, to Human Life ordain'd, - 

But diſtant wide, and diff rent far their end: 
By one to Slav'ry's hated Houſe they come, 

By one to {acred Freedom's honour'd Dome; 


To This firm Fortitude and Concord lead, 


To That Diſſention foul, and coward Dread. 


Then ler not Theſe incline thy ſteps to ſtray, 
But turn thy feet, and ſeek the better way. 


PE 7 


. me jam ſummꝰ Sar IENTIA pangeret arce, — 
" Unde hominum errores longè lateque per orbem 
Deſßicere, atque humiles poſſem contemnere curas. 


Which paſſage is apparently borrowed from a very 
celebrated one in the beginning of the ſecond Book 
of Lucretius. I ſhall tranſcribe from thence the 
verſes which the Author of the Cerrzs has imitated, 
together with the lines which precede them. 


Suave mari magno, turbantibus æquora ventis, 
E terra magnum alterius ſpectare laborem, -- 
Suave etiam Belli certamina magna tueri 
Per campos inſtructa tua ſine parte pericli: 
Sed nil dulcius eſt, bene quam munita tenere 
Edita doctrind Sapientum templa ſerena, 
Deſpicere unde que as alios, paſſimque videre 
Errare, argue viam palantes quærere vitæ. 


Lucretius, in theſe lines, ſeems to have imitated 
and ſomewhat enlarged upon two or three paſſages 
in Cebes's Tablet. As I find no mention made of 
this particular in the Commentators. on theſe Au- 
thors, I would beg leave ſo far to digreſs from the 
Subject which J am upon, as to point out the ſimi- 
litude between them. Lncretius, we ſee, intimates 

that the Man who inhabits Edita do&rina ſapien- 
lum Templa looks: down from thence upon thoſe 
5 who 


5 181 

who are turned aſide from the right path of Life 
(that which Solomon, in the words before us, calls 
the * Way of Underſtanding ) and compares the ſa- 
tisfaction, which riſes in him on that occaſion, to 

the pleaſure which a man feels on ſeeing others toſt 
in a Storm, or fighting a Battle, while he himſelf 
has no ſhare in the danger. Cebes, in like manner, 
_ us that the Man, who = arrived at the Ha- 


55 7 eo. oo} ESD . 
by Plans 


YE .T his way is called by Cebes i 3 bed L e, an P not unlike ther | 
of 5 . # Aandriag (2 Pet. 2. 2.) which, though ranked among the Hebraiſms 
of the New Teſtament, (as it is uſed in the Old, Pf. 119. v. $944 is to be. 
found i in the belt Heathen Authors. 


6. 

A ples ms Tycer 

Oreray AAAGEIAS '040N, 

Rpd eic f 

Tryxirr & maiuer, — "EA 
Pyth. O. 3. v. 182, 


Nixu 9 ardpor giries ww Abd e 
bao Mü N N AAHSEIAZ OAOS .. 
DNS Kam hee 5 
| | v n Belleroph. 


See likewiſe Aut. Suppl. v. 1050. Eorip. Habt v. 4775 Orph. 4 v. 57. | 
The paths of Righteouſneſs (Pf. 23. v. 3. # idly d debe, 2 Pet. 2. 21.) is an 
expreſſion: of the ſame claſs, and will account for a very unuſual Epither, 
applied to e in a 5 = rer 71 Plutarch. in 1. | 

Deng. G, SF Bod Ty l : J 
EVE b 4 wo = PE S500, — ; nen, We, - do 51 2 . 29 o 
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09 
bitation of Miſdom, and from thence has veſt on to 
that of Happineſs,” eaſts his eye upon thoſe who 
cannot find the way thither, and ſees, à- aj c) | 
= Big; wi Pardira,' N Arai r , et, Kao od mot 
was p. 49. In which paſſage as the word m\wary 
takes in the ſenſe of the laſt verſe in Lacrerins; fo 
the word ey, includes in it much the ſame image 
as the Suave mart magno' &c. and the words dra 
| xamnne gta, Gary 0 Ne anſwer to the Latin 
Author's Suave etiam Belli &c. But, to return: by 
the paſſages quoted above it appears that the Poe- 
tical fiction of Miſdom's having a Houſe is to be 
found in other Writers beſide Solomon; and ſome 
ſuch notion ſeems to be included in an Epithet 
which Ariſtophanes beſtows on W; Hann, 8 


5 PEST 
e 


Q X AAAInTyrOx Topias . "IR *Þ 8 
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wo 
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Having thus conſidered the 8 circumſtance 
in this Text, namely Viſdom's having builded her 
| Houſe, I proceed to the words which immediately 
follow : She hark hew out her ſeven Pillars. What | 
is Trcant by theſe Pillars, Caſtulio acknowledges! he 
could not diſcover: but other Interpreters have 
been leſs reſerved in their deciſions. Some of the 

Jewiſh Rabbins, imagining that 1 * build- 


0101363: < F __ mg 


LJ | 
ing her Houſe the Creation of the World is to be 
underſtood, ſuppoſe that by the ſeven. Pillars are 
meant the Works of the ſeven firſt days (though, 
as Calovius obſerves, we are expreſsly told in Scri- 
pture thad the Creation was /finiſhed in fix) and 
ſome Writers of the Church of Rome have thought 
that the ſeyen Sacraments of that Church are meant - 
by them. There are many other Interpretations 
of the ſame kind, which I ſhall not recite. For my 
own part, I look upon it in no other light than as 
a circumſtance, which might very naturally be men- 
tioned when Wiſdom was deſcribed building her 
Houſe; and ſee no neceſſity for imagining that any 
remote alluſion is lodged in theſe Nllars, any more 
than in her Gates and the Poſts of her Doors, in the 
foregoing Chapter. As her dwelling among Men 
is here expreſſed by her building a Houſe, ſo in 
the next verſe the happineſs which ſhe beſtows on 
thoſe who follow her is ſet forth under the image 
of a Banquet; and as, in building her Houſe, ſhe is 
ſaid to have hewn out Pillars to ſupport it, ſo her 
preparing, the Banquet is expreſſed by the uſual cir- 
cumſtances;. killing her Beaſts, mimg/ing' (or, pour 
ing out) her Wine, and furniſhing ber Table : Now, 
as I ſee no reaſon for ſuppoſing that ſome particu- 
lar thing is meant by the Beafts, that another thing 
is s meant by the Wi, ine, and e by the 5 7 
- hy 0 


Tl | 
o mvitlicy: do I ſee that any thing particular 8 
neceſſarily be referred to by the Prllars. That paſ- 


ſages of this Nature do not always require ſuch mi- 
nute Interpretations is evident from another figu - 
rative Deſcription in the Sacred Writings, which 
occurs likewiſe, with the ſame particularity of cir- 
curſtances, in k Heathen n een aun iq 


as. YE 2 . 8 4 n 


— 


VV e e ma 
nun, wel aucifrbũ g dy forts by xaudors many gestdHin, e 8 ner MC- 

es A , . navulmy dH De de. nene, 26 de depen 
d. fun ſega era hbc de-, oxaph 5 Bins DY N in n ah oP dvieww, 
14 525 Lib. 52. p. 475. Ed. Hanov. 8 


O O Navi, referent in mere te r . 
HFluctus? O quid agu? e Writ 1 
Piortam. Nonne vides, ae 
Mudum remigio latu n, be 7 7 TEE US TILL: 
Et malus celeri ſaucius Africo, iI!!! A | ; Ds SE: 
en ac ſine wad : ee „ 
Mer durare catine  '/ 2 TTCT Jani: 
Poßint imperioſius LES oe pant Eb ot ef 
| Ager; non tibi ſunt integra 5” : 
Lage | fqn hte Pr 16 o 
L462 Hor. Lib. 1. 0.14. 


l t bein i difpuce * the Crltits; wherher * we are to underſtand this 
Ode of Horace in an Allegorical or a Literal ſenſe. The Allegorical inter- 
pretation is ſupported by the authority of Quintilian: but Maretus is con- 
fident that it is not capable of any but a Literal ſenſe; and Tanaquil Faber, 
with two or three more, has declared himſelf of the ſame opinion. A ve- 
ry learned aud ingenious Writer of our on has endeavoured to reconcile 
theſe. two e interpretations, and, in an excellent Diſcourſe on thoſe 


Paſſages i in Scripture which hare a primary and  Tecomdary: ſenſe, has pro- 
- duced 


[ m] 
ſcribes the ruin of à hoſtile Army : Thy zacklings 
are looſed, they could not well ſtrengthen their maſt, 
they could not read the ſail. Here the Army is 
compared. to a ſhattered Veſſel; but we are not to 
agiae that any: diſtin allufions are contained i in 


duced this Ode, as a compoſition of the ſame kind. He ſuppoſes that in 
the firſt and primary ſenſe the Author deſcribes the dangers of his Friends 
in a weak unarmed veſſel, and in a tempeſtuous ſeaz in the ſecondary, the 
dangers of the Republic in entering. into a freſh Civil War, after all the 
loſſes and diſaſters of the preceding. Divine Legation of Moſes. B. 6. Sect. 6. 

It is with great diffidence that I venture to propoſe my own opinion on ſo 
diſputed a point: but, as the embarking in ſuch a Ship as is here deſcribed 
ſeems too hazardous an attempt to have been really put in execution, I am 
rather inclined to think that the Ode is purely Allegorical, like the follows 

ing Fragment of Alcaus, which Horace ſeems to have imitated. 


TB N Þ ider xopet xi 
Td NN d Aν,j&¼ Av 28 icy 

ö Net goenur Re ouy HN, 
L worfourres weydgy, f 

Nay 58 armor iomidur be | 

Aces J may gd (al, aue TY 
; Kal axis fury N, ours, 
NeNαν (al. æαα N dt. 


The Author who has preſeryed us this Fragment, has ſubjoyned to it this 
remark. The in &r cis bs # Seegen. . m, mem dtn unh, * 
Nm ren youigers gor; à BY, v i. Mupmner 38 © dur hlls Su, aal v XP 
Menaluaiay bye es hl csi. Heracl. Alegoria Homerica. p. 4x 3. Ed. Gale. Who 
ud not immediately conclude from the preceding repreſentation of a tempeſtuous 
ſea, that this is a deſcription of People in 4 florm? But in reality it i not ſo: for 
the Author here points at Myrſilus, and the Works government nen over 
the People of Mitylene. | | | 
i Ch. 35. v. 23, 2 . 


[14] 
the Tuck/ings, the Maſt, and the Sail. But it may 
be asked why, if nothing particular be meant by 
the Pillars of Viſdom's Houſe, the Sacred Writer 
is ſo expreſs in mentioning their number: She hath 
hbewn aur ber ſeven pillars: To which a very ſuffi- 
cient anſwer has been given by others, who have 
obſerved that the number /evex is ſometimes uſed 
in Scripture for an indeterminate number. We 
have an inftance of it in the very Book which we 
are upon. M ben he ſpeaketh fair, believe him not : 


For there are ſeven abominations in his heart, Prov. 


ch. 26. v. 25. See lkewiſe I Sem. cl 1. v. * * n 
ch. 4. v. 1. 121 6 | 
Though from what wo been "F it appears that 
we need not be ſolicitous to know what is meant 
by theſe Pillars, yet, if we were ſo far to indulge 
our fancy, as to look out for ſeven things on which 
the Houſe of Viſdom might be faid to ſtand, I 
know no paſſage in any Writer, which would ſo na- 
_ turally offer itſelf to our thoughts as the follow- 
ing one in Eccle/iaſticus. They received the uſe of 
the five operations of the Lord, and ia the /ixth 
place he imparted to them Underſtanding, and in 
the ſeventh Speech, an interpreter of the cogitations 
thereof. ch. 17. v.5. As theſe ſeven gifts are the 
chief ſupports of Human Wiſdom, ſo it muſt be ac- 


Pole . that, when Wiſdom is deſcribed fixing 


her 


Cas }] 
her abode among Men, theſe might in the Lan- 
guage of Poetry be called the Pillars. of her Houſe®. 
But that Solomon had theſe in his view we have no 
warrant. to aſſert; as we no where find them men- 
tioned in his Writings: and indeed the paſſage in 
EHccleſiaſticus, | in which we have them enumerated, 
is wanting in moſt of the antient Copie. 

I have already obſerved that the Feaſt prepared 
by Miſdom is a ſymbolical repreſentation of the 
Happineſs which ſhe: beſtows on her Followers: 1 
{ſhall only add that the words /be hath mingled her 
Mine, or, as it is in the Septuagint Tranſlation, /be 
r ber Wine i in a Cup), en us an en 


— 


* 


* — 
— 


* Gritias wh wid the Houſe, which Wiſdom i is Bid to hab built, 
to be the Human Body, has the following remark concerning the ſeyen Pil. 
lars. Intelligit quinque ſenſus, & duos præterea, quos adiunt alii, Vocem & Me- 
moriam. Calovius is very much diſpleaſed with Grotins's interpretation, and 
thinks it very bold in him to add Voice and Memory to the number of the 

Senſes. The paſſage, which I have quoted from Eccleſiafticus, correſpoads 
fo nearly with what Grotius has advanced, that it is ſome what ftrange chat 
neither He himſelf nor Calovius ſhould take any notice of it. 

_ Exifaver els xpetrage Toy loud oy, The words in the Original are n 
i'. The learned Gataker (in his Advetſaria Miſcel. cap. 5.) has ſhewn 
that dn, which properly hgnifies, to mix, ſometimes ſignifies to pour, and 
that Te Greek and Latin words, eq and miſceo, which are tnanifeſtly de- 


rived from the Hebrew, are uſed id the {ame ſenſe. The fame Writet bas 


proved,. by. a great variety of inſtances, that the word here uſed by the 
LXX, u, or eden, has the double ſignification of mingling and . 
He cherefore thus interprets the words of Solomon. * via fr p mi- 


oy _ i. e. e. pararit & crateribus infudit. 5 
Vio | , P of 


[176] 
of the fame kind ich a beautiful paſſage in =Cebes's | 
Tablet; where Deceit is repreſented with a Cup in 
her. l (the ingredients of which are Error and 
norance) which ſhe offers to thoſe who are en- 
tring into Life. He * afterwards deſcribes Wiſdom, 

healing them of the diſeaſes which they had con- 
- trated from that firſt draught, by n them 
drin of her own influence. 

That circumſtance of H:/dom's dig FI ber 
Maidens, to invite men to her Feaſt, may put one 
in mind of another paſſage in Cebes, where Tem- 
perance and Fortitude are deſcribed as the Hand- 
maids of Viſdom, inviting and . men to 
her Dwelling . . 

The Speech, which Solomon has put into the 
mouth of Wiſdom, exhorting the ſimple to eat of 
her Bread, and drink- of her Wine which ſhe hath 
mingled, is delivered in much the ſame terms as 
are uſed by the Author of Eccle/iaſticus, ch. 15. v. 
3. With the bread. of Underſtanding ſhall ſhe feed 
him, and. ive him the water of Wiſdom to drink. 
This is what is meant, in the firſt Chapter of the 
Proverbs (v. 23.) by Wiſdom's pouring out her Spi- 
1 unto thoſe who follow her, and, in the ſentence 


« : * , 
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m Pag. 175 
n Pag. 41. | 
525 . 
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. tu! 
lately quoted from Cebes, by making them drink 
of her influence. Let me add that, agreeably to 
Solomon's expreſſions, Arrian®, in his Comment on 
Epictetus, compares the refreſhments of Wiſdom to 
thoſe of Bread and Wine. 

1 have thus examined the ſeveral o a . 
this Allegory, in order to ſhew that the whole De- 
ſcription is applicable to Wiſdom in general, and 
that, being conſidered as the Guide of Human Life, 
ſne is, in a manner no leſs natural than poetical, 
ſaid to have fixed her habitation among the Sons 
of Men, and to invite them to her Table. Before 
we proceed to the other Interpretations which this 
Text will admit of, I think myſelf obliged to take 
votice of an opinion, which has many Advocates, 
and which may perhaps be urged as an objection to 
that Interpretation which I have hitherto been en- 

deavouring to eſtabliſh; though it will no way in⸗ 

validate the two other Expoſitions which I propo- 
ſed to offer. Several of the Fathers, and ſome very 
learned Writers among the Moderns, have ſuppo- 
ſed that the name of Wiſdom, in this and the pre- 
ceding Chapter of the Proverbs, is to be underſtood 
of the ſecond Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity; who, 
in another part of 1 — is — called 5 | 


B 8 
q I Cor, 1. 24. 
88 24 C W1f- 


e 1 
Wiſdom of Cod. That there are many particulars 
in Solomon's repreſentation of Wiſdom, which are 
yery applicable to the Son of God, I readily allow; 
nor will I deny that the inſpired Writer might, in in 
thoſe particulars, have a ſecondary and remoter view | 
to that Divine Perſon: But, as there does not ap- 
pear to be any one circumſtance, which muſt neceſ- 
farily be referred to Him, I am intirely of their 
opinion, who take the whole Deſcription in the 
_ obvious meaning, and ſuppoſe that, in it's pri. 
mary ſenſe, it is to be underſtood of what is gene- 
rally meant by the word Miſdom. I ſhall tranſcribe 
as much of the foregoing. Chapter as ſeems neceffa- 
ry to clear up this point. It begins thus: Dozh 
not Wiſdom"cry? and Underſtanding put forth her 
voice? She fandeth in the top of high places, by the 
ay in the places of the paths. Were/every- bars 
muſt obſerve, that Vi don and Under /tunding 
ſynonymous expreſſions. In the ſequel of the he 
pter, ſhe gives an account of her excellency, of the 
advantages which attend her, and of her eternal 
habitation with the Almighty. This laſt particu- 
lar is expreſſed with a ſublimity peculiar to the Sa- 
yu TO The On” "poſſe Re me in me wa 


þ r The words which we — The Lord poſſeſſed me, are in the Original 
z IN, an expreſſion, which is, in it's moſt obvious and uſual ſignifi- 
pen, very applicable to Wiſdom; and may indeed with equal proprĩety 

be 


* 


[39] 


giuning of his way, before his works of old. I was 
fet up from everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever 
the Earth was. When there were no depths, I was 
brought forth; when there were no fountains a- 
bounding avith water. — When he prepared the 
Heavens, I was there; when he ſet a compaſs upon 
the face of the Depth: When he eſtabliſhed the 
Clouds above; when he ſtrengthned the fountains of 
the Deep. When he gave 10 the Sea his decree, © 
that the waters ſhould not paſs his commandment; 
hen he appointed the foundajions of the Earth: 
Then I was with him, as one brought up with him; 
and I was daily his delight, rejoycing always before 
him. This to me appears (and I cannot but ob- 
ſerve that the excellent Mr. Hooker * ſeems to have 
taken it in the ſame light) to have been intended 


be applied to the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, if what ſome very Learned 
| Men have obſerved. in relation to the word ip be true. Calovius, in or- 
der to prove that this word, which commonly ſignifies to poſſeſs or obtain, 
is once in Scripture uſed to expreſs generation, refers us to Geneſis, chap. 
4. v. 1. IP IR WR rp, I have gotten 4 man from the Lord, Which 
paſſage is quoted to the . purpoſe by Bp. Huet, in his Annotations on 
Origen, p. 80. But, with ſubmiſſion to ſuch great Authorities, the word 
u is in that place, as I apprehend, applied in it's uſual ſignification. It 
is true indeed that Eve had given birth to the Man whom ſhe there ſpeaks 
of; but the words themſelves ſeem only to ſignify, that by the favour of the 
Lord ſhe bad obtained, or w4s put in poſſefion of, that Bleſing. All the antient 
Verſions of the Book of Geneſis render the word up in this ſcaſe, Ep 
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Ss] 
as a full and deſcriptive accou 2 of what is told us 
*elſewhere, that by Wiſdom God hath made the 
"World, and that he 4 poured her out upon all 
Bis works, This, I ſay, is what I take to be meant 


by Solomon, when he thus introduces Miſdom, de- 
'claring that ſhe was preſent at the Creation of the 


"World, and was brought up from eternity with the 
Almighty. One of the Apocryphal Writers has ap- 
plied the ſame expreſſions in ſuch a manner as is 
full to our purpoſe: His words are theſe. Aud 
Wiſdom was with thee ;, which knoweth thy works, 


and was preſent when thou madeſt the world, and 
knew what was acceptable in thy /ight and right in 


thy commandments. . O ſend her out of thy holy hea- 


Tn" and Wong * p brut ny wn glory ti n 


. 9 EY x 2 3 1 


5 words are applied to the e of Wiſdom. . A d, M * 
| xe 


_ — i _— mots. 


| N e 
t Prov. 3. 19, 20. E I. 9. 


u From the throne of thy glory. ] In the fame Chapter Wiſdom is hid to ir iy 
the throne of God. v. 4. We meet with ſeveral very remarkable paſſages of 


the ſame kind in the Heathen Writers. So in Callimachw's Rreun, os 


| the e FRE is ſaid to ft on the right hand bed el 5 


| - n ee . . 
| | Hon „ 


II. Dacier, in ; her Annotarions on Callimachw, takes notice of this expreſe 
Lion, as exactly parallel to what is faid in Scripture of the Son of God. Pf. 


110. 1. Heb. 1. 3. The ſame Lady was in doubt whethier the like was to 
be found in any other Heathen Author: But the learned M. Spanheim = 
produced a Fragment of Pindar, preſerved by Ariſidet, in which the ſame 


EN 
of Sol. ch. 9. v. 9, x0. It will not be impertinent to 
obſerve that a Heathen Poet has fallen upon the 


2 


* gba, Tus waa Tis Hole ee Arxiſtid. S in 
 Minervam. 1 know not whether any quotation can be added to theſe, in | 
which the very term of ſitting at the right hand of the Almighty is uſed ; but 
have obſerved ſome paſſages which come very near it, and are exactly equi- 
valent to that of Wiſdom's ſitting by the throne of God. So one in Æſchylus, 
addreſſi ing himſelf to > Apollo, ſays, 


e 5 * mig As Spree Ay. 
f Eumen. v. 229. 


So likewiſe Vin irtue is called, in Statins 8 Thebaid, 


Diva Fovis Solio juxta comes. 
Lib. 10. v. 6272. 


The ſame is faid of Fic in-Pindar, and in the How aſcribed to Hemer 
and Orpheus. | | 


By om reg Aids Fer is 


1 „ een | 
35 Pind. Olymp. O. 8. v. 28. 


: one 


| wan een muxares apes dacetter. | 
Hom. H. ad 5er. v v. 2% | 


© 6 Speere, 
| H ty Zane lerer &; in tei, „ ige. 537 
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Sopbocles ſeems to intimate that it was an ancient Tradition; and Demoſthe= 
ves quotes a paſſage from the genuine works of Orpheus, very much reſfem- 
| N what has $ juſt now been cited from tlie e aſcribed i to kun. 


22 — een 1 ee 
el Soph. OE. Cui. v. 1440. | Tip 
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Tr 1 9 1 3 t3 5 rut dw Teas nay N 3 5 S nv 
F ade Spircy ge nanny mir F dpd mer ipopar.. Demoſth, nar, Aeisvyerr. Orat. 
1. I vill not ſay that this Tradition was borrowed from the Scriptures; 


but every one mult obſetve the great ſimilitude between theſe paſſages and 


what we read, P/. $9. 14. and 97. 2. Righteouſneſs and Judgement are the ha- 
bitation of thy throne. The ſentiment ſeems to be much the ſame; but the 
_ expreſſion is indeed ſomething different; as Righteouſneſs, which, in the 

Heathen Authors, is {aid to fit on the Throne of God, is here called his habi- 
tation: In like manner Virtue, which is called by Statius the Attendant on Ju- 
piter a ' Throne, is by Lucan ſtyled the Sear or een oF PO. 8 


Etſtne Dei ſedes, niſi terra, & bunu, & n, | 
Et 1 & Virtus? | 
| Lib. 9. v. 578. 


Ir is erve chat the words deb PSB, which we renter, the habiterion of thy 
throne, are by others rendered the firength or ſupport of thy throne. But the 
common rendring may very well be admitted: For God may be ſaid to 
make Righteouſneſs his habitation, by the ſame form of ſpeech by which he 

is called the high and lofty One that inhabjteth Eternity. Tfaiah, ch. 57. v. 15. 
The learned Vitringa indeed, in his Commentary on T/aiah, thinks this 
phraſe peculiar ro that Prophet; But, beſide what has already been quoted 
from Lucan, we have in OEnomaus (a Heathen Author cited by Eſebius, Prep. 
Evang. L. 5. c. 31.) ſeveral expreſſions of the ſame kind; which I ſhall the 
rather tranſcribe, becauſe what is expreſſed in ſome paſſages, which I have 
produced i in the beginning of this Diſſertation, 35 Dwell ing with 2 8 
is here expreſſed by inhabiting NN 


One © 5 uuaplat verry . I Aua be; 
Oixsie e xinowes Meg! u Ng yy 
Ae, 6 omus oviey Kt mran du:. 


'Oh ” Inhabitants of Wealth, of Madneſs, and of excefiive Pride, make 8 
| expiation fer your falh, and practice Piety, that by may inhabit Rn. 
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Vins (or N ſdom) i in his "breaſt, that ſhe might Par: 
| take with him in his counſels. 
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Hieſiod. Theog. v. 899. 


I have hitherto es the Deſcription, which 
is the Subject of theſe Remarks, in the ſame light 
in which the ſeveral images of which it is compo- 
ſed have been uſed by other Writers. I proceed to 
inquire whether, under this Deſcription, the inſpired 
Writer might not intend to. repreſent Viſdom, as 
taking up her Dwelling among the {/raclites, and 
_ exhibiting herſelf to them in a peculiar manner in 
the Religion which was delivered to theni. There 
is a paſſage in Eccleſiaſticus, which will fave us the 
trouble of multiplying quotations; and will, if F am 
not miſtaken, ſufficiently ſhew that the words of 
Solomon are very capable of ſuch an W mt 
The Author of that Book has introduced Vi. 
giving exactly the ſame. Account of her Original, as 


9 — 


» In 3 the word me, breaſt, ( Aiferencly from it's _ ſigni- 
fication ) I am ſupported by Chryſippus, who, in a paſſage preſerved by Ga- 
len (De Hippocr. & Plat. Placitis, L. 3. c. S.) after having quoted theſe lines 
from Heſiod, thus proceeds: STHOESI 40 aurus idr tv 07h dmmgtro. F. Mi- 
m & c. On the ſame authority I haye ventured to read Qs & of ouuppdeomers, 
| though the preſent copies of Heſiod give us Qs dj oi erden. 05 


; that 


[146] | 
that which I have already quoted from the eighth 
Chapter of the Proverbs*. I came out of the mouth 
of the moſt High, and covered the earth as a cloud. 
I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy 
pillar. I alone compaſſed the circuit of heaven, and 
awalked in the bottom of the deep. Ecclus. ch. 24. 
v. 3, 4, 5. She then ſpeaks of her fixing her abode 
among Men, and making the Jewiſh Nation the 
particular place of her reſidence. In the waves of 
the ſea, and in all the earih, and in every people 
and nation, I gor a poſſeſſion. With all theſe 1 
Jought reſt: and in whoſe inheritance ſhall I abide? 
So the Creator of all things gave me a command. 
ment, and he that made me cauſed my TABERNA- 
cLE 70 reſt, and ſaid, Let thy DwELLING be in 
Jacob, and thine inheritance in Iſrael. He created 
me from the beginning before the World, and I 
ball never fail. In the holy tabernacle I ferved be- 
fore him; and ſo was 1 eſtabliſhed i in Sion. Lite- 
wiſe in the beloved city he gave me reſt, and in Je- 
TRIES 04s Foy n "0" 1 took root in an ho- 
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x 4. Geli (Noc. Att. L. 13. c. 8. ) and Joanne: Sarisberienſis (Policrat. 
L. 4. c. 6.) have preſerved a fragment of Afranius, the Dramatic Poet, 
containing part of a Proſopopeia, which in ſome meaſure reſembled theſe 
which we are ſpeaking of. For in that Fragment Wiſdom is introduced as 


a real Perſon, and has a Speech PET into IE RE, in which To 7190 an 
account of her — 


2011. . 55 pare 


t 271 
Sora ble: people, even ii the portion of the Lord's 
inheritance.” She afterwards deſcribes the advan- 
tages which ſpring from her, and invites men to 
the enj oyment of them. As the turpentine-tree I 
ſtretehed out my branches, and my branches are 
the branches of Honour and Grace. As the vine 
brought ] forth pleaſant ſavour, and my flowers are 
the fruit of Honour and Riches. I am the Mother 
of fair Love, and Fear, and Knowledge, and holy 
Hope I therefore being eternal am given to all my 
children which are named of him. Come unto me 
all ye that be deſirous of me, and jill yourſetves 
with my. fruits. For my memorial is fweeter than 
hony,. and mine inheritance than the hony-comb. 
They that eat me ſhall yet he hungry, and they that 
drink me ball yet be thirſly. After this beautiful 
We e e e ee tells us 
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| As none in Wealth ſuttery can find, iS ol} de 

So Wiſdom: fills not the i inquiring vl lng dis: 
The ſtrong deſire increaſing with — 1 

Each, as he drinks the deeper, thirſts the more. 
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that by theſe advantages which he has enumerated, 
as the gifts of Yi/dom to her Followers, is ſet forth 
the excelleney of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, and the 
Bleflings it oonvYeyed to thoſe; who embraced. it, 
AY theſe things are the book of the covenaut of the 
e high God, even the Law which Moſes com- 
manded for an heritage unto the congregations of Jar 
cob. . We fee that the Allegory in this Author 
runs parallel i in every material circumſtance to that 
of Salomow. In both Writers“ Wiſdom gives the 
ſame Account of. her Original, and Is. deſcribed 


rung he Tran among Men; in both of 


A NAA Neger 2 
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2 We. hare-another aſſage j in the Fo he, which, Abos it 16 hor. 5 

Full to che point às whar I have” quored from Zerlegen, is however no. 
nlidecable'x6bfirtiation\ of what H hexe we bran £ namely that 


TY Iſrael. A cd Author RE r 6 of Baruch, e 7 


Found aut. her place? or who hath come inte ber treaſure 

Having then declared that the Heathen Nations, . whores gr rar 
ſearches after her, neither butt, her 204y, nor venizinbered her paths, he. re- 
peats his former queſtion; Who hath gone up into Heaven, and taken her, and 
brought her down from the clodd;* be. bath Lone over. the ſeas and found her, 
and will bring her for pure gold. 7, No man 8 Way, nar nar thinketh of her 
| path. But be that knoweth all "Things Bee Her er, and bath Found | her” out with- 
his underflanding. — He bath found out all the way of knowledge, and hath gi- 
yen it unto Jacob his Servant, and Fra Iſrael his beloved. — This is the Book of the 
Commandments of God, and the Lu that-endurath fer: ever: ch. 3 and 4. From 
theſe laſt words it is evident that this 4/i/dom, this 27% of Knamledge, is the 
very fame which is ſpoken of ib: the alert A e 1 
have ſuppoſed, might he moant hy Sema: 


A 9. | | them 


ſince the circumſtances 


271 
then che emoyment of the Bleſſings, which ſnetde- 
ſtows, is ſhadowed out under the ſymbols of eating 


and drinking; > and in both of them the ſimple and 


unlearned are Invited to artake of them. Now 

* each of tkeſe Allegories 

are the ſame, it is apparent that the application of 

the one (which is given us by the Author Himſelf } 
is equally ſuitable to the other. 

If from theſe obſervations it appears that Solo- 


mon's Deſcription may be underſtood to relate to 
the Eſtabliſhment of the 'Fewi/h Religion, it will 


not be difficult to prove (what was propoſed in the 
third place) that it is farther applicable to it's great 


Antitype, the Chri/tian Diſpenſation; eſpecially 


when we 'confider that the chief particulars con- 
tained in it have often been applied to this __ 
ject, in other parts of the Sacred Writings.” - 


Ebuſe, which Wiſdom is ſuid to have bnllded — 


ſupported an Pillars, may very well be the fame 
with what is called, in the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
a Building I framed together, built upon the 
foundation "ſhe Abd/Hes ant Prophets, Jeſus Chrift 
himſelf being ibe < chr ner - Mone. ch. 2. v. 20, 27." 
The following particulars, of her preparing a Bar 


quer, and ſending her ntaiders to invite men to her 
Table, may well be referred te the fame occafion 


as ou Saviour*s Parabte concerning the Man, who 
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wade a great ſapder, and hade many; aud W his 
ſervant at ſupper-time to ſay to them that were bid. 
den, Come, for all things are now 'ready. Luke, ch. 
14. v. 165 17. Laſtly, Wi dome s: anvitation to her 
Gueſts is expreſſed in almoſt the very terms in 
which Iſaiah calls men to embrace the Goſpel. Ho, 
every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money; come qe, buy and eat, yea 
come, "buy Wine and milk. without money, and mwith- 

out price. Wherefore do. ye ſpend money for that 
which is not bread? and your labour for that which- 
fatisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let Jour Jn depen "jel 

in faineſs. ch. 55. v. 1, 14. | 
I have thus endeavoured to a. hae I at 
firſt propoſed; by ſhewing that the Text before us 
may be-confidered in three diſtinct views; That, 
taking it in it's moſt obvious ſenſe, this allegorical 
Deſcription is of the: ſame nature with what has 


Dre. 


ſame Allegory 3 is ; applicable likewiſe to. the Jewiſh 
Diſpenſation, and is actually thus applied by the 
Son of Sirach. That, in the laſt place, it is pecu 
Uarly applicable to the Goſpel Diſpenfation, 7he 
Myſtery of Him in whom are hid. all. the e 
.. 315 * Neem n 


* . n ö 


Ge FF FE? 47 Þ 5 f £68546 $226] 5 
— . * 7 * Bf — a a. 4 1 1 * 2 3 
2 Col 5 5 
1.2. 3. 4 | 


A 
* 


[29] | 
I cannot diſmiſs the Subject, without obſerving 
that if this threefold interpretation be admitted, it 
may help us to account for a remarkable irregulari- 
ty of conſtruction in the Hebrew Text. The words 
which we render, Wiſdom hath builded her houſe, 
are in the Original ma. mz mAWInt The word. 
here ſignifying Vi ſdom is in the plural number, but 
the verb and the pronoun are in the ſingular; fo. 
that the ſentence, literally tranflated, would be 
this; WisDoMs hath builded her houſe. Some have 
thought that the plural number is here uſed inſtead 
of the ſingular, to intimate the * nultiplicity of the 
Divine: Viſdom, ſo that the moan. (V fdoms) of 
Solomon may be looked upon as equivalent to the. 
iv Topia of St. Paule. This opinion will exact- 
I Tm with the ſuppoſition which I have all a- 


b The idea of multiplicity ſeems to be annexed to Wiſdom i in another ex- 
preſſion, which occurs in the Book of 570: where the word 9D, which 
uſually ſignifies to number, is applied to the Almighty's taking a view of the 
whole extent of Wiſdom, and dealing her out by meaſure. He looketh to the 
ends of the earth, and ſeeth under the whole heaven. To make the weight far the 
winds, and he waitherd the waters by meaſure. When he made a decree for the 

rain, and 4 way for the lightning of the thunder :: Then did he ſee it (Wiſdom) 
And declare it (F901, and number it, as it is in the Margin of our Bi- 
bles) be prepared it, yea, and ſearched it out. ch. 28. v. 24 Hence we read 
in the Deſcription of Wiſdom, given us by the Author of Ecclefiaſticus, Ants 
bxnow ann , Y A EZHPIOMHEEN ww, He created her, and ſaw her, 
and numbred her. ch. I. v. 9. 
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| kong been endeayouring to eſtabliſh; namely that 
Wiſdom is in this Text conſidered in three ſeveral 
views. It is remarkable that in the foregoing Cha- 
pter the word Wiſdom occurs ſeveral times, but al- 
ways in the fingular number: Tt is therefore-not 
abſurd to ſuppoſe that in this Chapter, where ſhe 
ſeems to be ſet forth in ſo many various lights, the 
plural number might-be defigned to expreſs this va- 
riety; as if: Viſddom, under three different Chara- 
&ers, might be confidered as three diſtinct Perſons : 
but, at the ſame time, to ſnew that this Wiſdom, 
though manifold i is one only, the words, which 
are joyned in conſtruction PO it, are in n the fit- 
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APPENDIX. 


s the 2 laſt verſes of the nth chase of 

the Proverbs contain a Deſcription of a Fool. 

52 Woman, which ſeems to have been ſet in oppo- 

ſition to that of Miſdom, contained in the fix firſt 

verſes of the ſame Chapter; having already conſi- 

dered one of theſe Deſcriptions, I have thought it 

not impertinent to ſubjoyn a few Remarks on the 

dther. And, that the Reader may at once perceive 

the correſpondence between them, I beg leave to 
ay chem bath together under one view. 


„ Jad Fo 6 


. Wiſdom bath builded 
her honſe, ſbe bath hewn 
5 . ber ſeven pillars. 

. She . hath killed her 
rafts, Jhe hath mingled” 
Ber awe; be bath alſo | 


furniſbed ber table. 


She hath ſent forth ber 


maidens, ſhe crieth upon 


» 3 © + 
Oy. 2h, 4 6.23 0 ? > EE 
7 


or 
& 


the higheſt places of the - 


V+ 13, 14,15. 76, 10,18. 
A fooliſh woman 1s 
clamorous + ſbe 15 /omple, 


and dp nothing. 


For ſhe fitteth at the 


door of her honſe, on @ 


ſeat in the high places of 


re city, 
To call paſſengers who 


go right on their Ways. 


Whoſo is ſimple, let 


dim rurn in Hinder: ant 


a5 


£4 3 1 
— is ſample, let = as for him that wanteth 
K * as for him underſtanding, ſbe ſaith 
that wantethunderſtand. to him, | 
ing, ſbe ſaith to him, Stolen aaters are 
| Come, eat of my bread, fu cet, and bread eaten 
and drink of the wine in ſecret is pleaſant. * 
gvhich I have mingled. But he knoweth not 
For ſake the fooliſh, and that the dead are here; : 
tive, and go in the way of and that her gueſts are 
underſtanding. An the depths of hell. 
If we are to underſtand the latter i theſe Deſcri- 
ptions in a literal ſenſe, and to conſider - it by it · 
ſelf, as having no relation to the former, it is plain- 
* the repr eee * a eee But Wan We 


r 
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pl | That Aching gde of calling paſſengers Fey go right on e is ap- 
lied ito: Harlets by Theophraftiis. Abra d plug bs 5 Wc ode reetormy dug. 
Chara. cap. 28. The ſenſe of the laſt verſe, relating to the habitation of 
this Fooliſh Woman, namely that the dead are there, and that her gueſts are in 
the depths of Hell, is elſewhere applied by Solomon to a Harlot, with a beau 
- Liful variety of expreſſion : Her feet go down to death, her fleps take hold on 
Hell. Prov. ch. 5. v. 5. and ch. 7. 27. Her houſe inclineth unto death, and 
.. her paths unto the dead. None that go unto ber, return gain, neither rake they 
Hold of the paths of life. ch. 2. v. 18, 19. We meet with erpreſfions, ſurpri- 


 zingly ſimilar to theſe, in Heathen Writers. ms 125 2 RI 
by Stobeus, calls — by the name of Hells 


2 . ST OT OTE ng 


SOILS 


"And ö in N a DL n to the Hook where 5 lu two 
| Proftitures, lived, exclaims, | a 


Pandio 


1 


compare it with the figurative Deſcription of Wi/- 
dom, to which it is ſubjoyned, it is reaſonable e- 
nough to imagine that the foo/i/h Woman here de- 
ſcribed, 1s not a real Harlot, but ſome Allegorical 
Perſon ſhadowed out to us under that Character. 
As therefore, in the foregoing Diſſertation, T have 


conſidered Solb mois s Repreſentation of Wi ſdom un- 


der a threefold diſtinction, and have end eavoured 
to ſupport my Interpretations of it both from Hu- 
man and Sacred Writings; I ſhall now, on the ſame 
Authority, point out three different Characters, 
which may ſtand in contraſt to thoſe three which 
I have ſuppoſed to belong to Viſdom. As, in the 


firſt place, I applied Solomon s Deſcription to Vi. 
dom in general, conſidered as the Guide of Human 


Life, and repreſented as inviting Men to partake 
of her Bleſſings, ſo, under this repreſentation of a 
Fooliſn Woman, Holly itſelf, (which 1n the Lan- 
guage of Scripture is put for Vice and Irreligion ) 
ſeems to be ſet forth, as endeavouring to diſſuade 
Men from the purſuit of Wi ſdom, by like promiſes 
of Happineſs. If we take the paſſage in this light, 
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we ſhall find a > to it in the little AN 
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Pandite atque aperite properd j januam 40 Orci, obſecro: 
Nam equidem haud aliter eſſe duco: quippe quo nemo adyenit, 
4 45 A quens ſpes reliquere-omnes, eſſe ut frugi poſiiet. 
| Plaur. eng AR. 3. Sc. L. 
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f — which I Y have leapt 1 often e to: 
For * Cebes, in like manner, has repreſented Item 
perance, Luxury, Avarice, and Flattery, in the ha- 
bit of Harlots; and has deſcribed them as lying in 

wait for Men, and, by promiſes of Happineſs and 

Eaſe, perſuading them to be their gueſts: And as 

Solomon tells us that the purſuit of unlawful Plea- 
Ee ſures (which are deſcribed under the emblems of 
| 1 ſtolen waters, and bread eaten in ſecret) is follow- 

ed by utter ruin, ſo Cebes aſſures us, that he who 
accepts of their invitation, wall at laſt find that he 
has not eaten, but has himſelf been devoured.” 
: Farther, as, in our ſecond Interpretation, we Gs 
. poſed that the Vi ſdom, deſcribed by Solomon, was 
E - the fame which diſplayed itſelf in the Fexw:/b Diſc 
1 penſation, we are now to find ſomething in his Ac- 
count of the Fooliſb Woman, which may be placed 
8 in oppoſition to it. The general language of the 
1 Seriptures will juſtify us in ſuppoſing that, in the 
8 e of this Harlot, Zn or AY 
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TO, p. 19, 21. 
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18 e eee as ee to ſeduce ihe e. N 
 zres from the Worſhip of the true God. For as th 
Relation between God and his Church is, in many 

parts of Scripture, ſet forth under the Emblem of 
Matrimony, ſo the diſobedience of the Jes, and 
their worſhip of ſtrange Gods, are as often exprefled 


- by the name of Adultery and Fornication ©. 


As what has been ſaid with regard to the eib 
Church, is equally applicable to the Chriſtian, the 
Fooliſh Woman, when oppoſed to that Vi ſdom 
which was the Authoreſs of this Diſpenſation, may 
again be underſtood to be the Emblem of Idolatry, 
or may particularly repreſent that Enemy of the: 
Church deſcribed in the Revelatiouns, the HARLO T 
which did corrupt the Earth with her Fornication. 


— 


'c See particularly Fer. ch. 3. v. 7, 2. Exek. ch. 16. v. 16, 17 
d Ch. 19. v. 2. See ch. 17. 1 
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„Priest at the Theatre in Oxford, Tus DESTRUCTroN or Troy, Tranſlated 1 
into Exgliſb Verſe from the Greek 'of TRYPHIODORUS, With Notes, by J. MER - 

RICK of T Trin. Coll. To which is added the Greek Original, corrected and enlarged | 
from a Manuſcript, with the Latin Tranſlation of Friſch/izus, and Annotations on 5 8 7 8 
the Greek Text, , partly ſelected from former Editors, and partly added 3 72 Mer- f 1 
rick, 8vo. Thoſe Subſcribers, who have not yet received their Books, m n pay- 

ing the price of the Subſcription (which is 5s.) have them from the f then g Books 
ſellers : Mr. Birt in Ave-Mary Lane, Mr. Rivington in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
London, Mr. Clements at Oxford, Mr. Thurlbourn at TN Mr. Newbery at. 
| Nee Berks, 
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